
BRIARCLIFF CHURCH 
Small Group Study Guide: Mark 
Week of February 24 (Week 23) 
Mark 10:1-52 

The material in chapter 10 is set in Jesus' journey through Judea. In addition to bringing Jesus 
and the disciples to Jerusalem, the journey also symbolizes the theme of discipleship. As Jesus 
nears Jerusalem, his teaching about his mission and the claims of discipleship become 
increasingly specific. Chapter 10 begins with the call to discipleship in the most fundamental 
aspects of life — marriage (vv. 1-12), children (vv. 13-16), and possessions (vv. 17-31). For a 
third time Jesus foretells his death and resurrection, and like his teaching on discipleship itself, 
the prediction is the most explicit yet (vv. 32-34). For the first time Jesus declares the servant-
role of the Son of Man "'not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many'" (v. 45). Mark concludes the chapter with the healing of Bartimaeus, whose trust in Jesus 
for the recovery of his sight and following of Jesus "on the way" to Jerusalem represent the 
quintessence of discipleship (v. 52).  1
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1. What are some controversial areas Christians deal with today? How are those issues 
distracting to the truth and grace of the gospel? How can those issues point to the truth and 
grace of the gospel?  

2. Does Jesus give a “liberal” or “conservative” answer to the divorce question?  

 Edwards Jr., James R.. The Gospel according to Mark (The Pillar New Testament Commentary (PNTC). 1

Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
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3. In verses 10-12, is Jesus overruling Moses and changing the Old Testament ruling on 
divorce?  

4. According to Mark 10:13-16, what does it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a little 
child?   

  

5. Why are Jesus’ answers to the rich young man so unexpected, in light of verses 13-16 and 
the rest of Mark’s gospel?   

  

6. Why would Jesus “send away sad” someone who filled him with love (v. 21)?  

7. What does Jesus teach about wealth in verses 23-31? Why do you think riches are such a 
spiritual snare? What is Jesus promising in 29-31 and how can we “lose” and “gain” some of 
these things today?  
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8. Read 2 Corinthians 8:9. You know something the rich young man did not. How can this 
make Jesus’ call to us a joy?  

9. There is a theme running through all three passages. What do all these passages tell us 
about entering the kingdom of God?  

 

Father God, 
Thank you for your meritless salvation of grace. Please show me how to walk with others in a 

disciple-making way in every area of my life, that I may know you and make you known.  
Amen.
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