
BRIARCLIFF	BOARD	ELECTION	PROCESS	
	
Board	responsibilities		
					Briarcliff	is	staff	led	and	board	protected.	Staff	is	responsible	for	planning	and	leading	the	
ministries	of	our	church.	The	primary	function	of	the	Board	is	to	provide	oversight	and	accountability	
for	the	pastor	and	staff.	They	serve	as	liaison	between	the	staff	and	church	in	assuring	all	financial	
matters	of	the	church	are	handled	with	complete	integrity.	They	also	serve	as	trustees	of	the	church,	
approve	the	annual	budget,	and	select	the	lead	pastor.			
	
Board	selection	process	
					Each	year	members	of	Briarcliff	may	submit	names	of	potential	board	members	after	prayerfully	
reading	1	Timothy	3:1-7	and	Titus	1:6-9	and	getting	approval	of	a	candidate	who	will	also	prayerfully	
read	1	Timothy	3:1-7	and	Titus	1:6-9	and	acknowledge	they	read	all	the	qualifications	and	are	willing	
to	be	nominated.		
					Each	candidate	will	be	examined	and	affirmed	by	the	Board	by	a	100	percent	approval.	This	
process	begins	each	fall	and	will	be	completed	by	the	end	of	the	year.	New	board	members	begin	
serving	the	first	day	of	the	following	new	year.		
	
Qualification	of	a	board	member	
					Every	board	member	will	be	required	to	meet	the	qualifications	described	in	1	Timothy	3:1-7	and	
Titus	1:6-9.	Each	board	member	must	be	an	active	member	of	the	church	and	involved	in	a	ministry	
at	Briarcliff	Church.	Qualities	of	board	members	are	character	(as	spelled	out	in	scripture),	
competency	(they	can	provide	needed	leadership),	culture	(they	fit	our	church	culture),	and	
chemistry	(they	are	a	good	team	member).		
	
Board	affirmation	
					After	the	board	review	and	interview	process	is	completed,	the	final	candidate(s)	will	be	
recommended	to	the	church.	Members	of	the	church	will	have	30	days	to	comment	about	the	
recommended	candidate(s).			The	board	will	vote	for	the	new	board	member(s)	after	the	30-day	
“comment”	period	ends.	
						Other	than	the	Lead	Pastor,	board	members	will	serve	for	a	three-year	term.	After	serving	a	term	
they	are	eligible	for	reelection	only	after	at	least	one	year	has	lapsed.	

	
BRIARCLIFF	CHURCH	COVENANT	FOR	BOARD	MEMBERS	

	
					Thank	you	for	your	interest	in	serving	as	a	board	member	at	Briarcliff.	We	are	grateful	for	your	
considering	serving	as	a	board	member.		
					By	considering	this	role	in	our	church	you	are	signing	up	to	be	a	role	model	and	representative	of	
Jesus	at	Briarcliff.	People	watch	our	action	and	listen	to	our	words.	Your	participation	comes	with	a	
level	of	accountability	above	and	beyond	that	of	church	members.	The	weight	of	this	responsibility	
calls	for	great	wisdom	and	discernment	in	order	to	lead	well.	
					At	Briarcliff	we	do	not	expect	leaders	to	be	without	fault.	We	all	have	areas	of	weakness	and	
sometime	make	mistakes.	In	the	spirit	of	honoring	the	responsibility	as	a	potential	board	member	we	
ask	that	you	read	through	this	covenant,	carefully	read	the	scriptures	that	inspired	it,	and	prayerfully	
reflect	on	the	commitments	below.		
	
	
	
	



	
Briarcliff	Church	Covenant	for	Board	Member	Statements	
	
					As	a	person	who	represents	Christ	and	our	church	through	my	service	as	a	potential	board	
member,	I	am	committed	to	honoring	God	in	my	personal	life	and	in	the	responsibility	as	a	board	
member.		
	
1.	Christ	Centered	life	
					Anyone	serving	as	board	member	must	be	consistently	engaged	with	Scripture,	pursing	a	
conversational	relationship	with	God	through	prayer,	actively	listening	for	the	guidance	of	the	Holy	
Spirit,	and	practicing	the	spiritual	disciplines	that	help	grow	and	mature	our	faith.	We	pledge	to	use	
our	spiritual	gifts	in	serving	the	Body	and	advancing	the	gospel.	One	component	of	a	spiritually	
surrendered	life	is	regular	and	consistent	participation	in	worship.		
Hebrews	10:25,	1	Peter	1:7-9,	Galatians	5:22-23,	and	Mark	10:43	
Reflect:	How	are	you	actively	pursuing	God	in	this	season	of	your	life?	In	what	areas	in	your	life	is	God	
calling	you	to	greater	levels	of	obedience	or	surrender?		
	
	
	
2.	Character		
					While	none	of	us	are	perfect	or	blameless,	we	actively	pursue	holiness	and	purity	before	Christ,	
and	we	regularly	confess	our	brokenness	to	Him,	allowing	Him	to	transform	our	areas	of	brokenness.	
We	pledge	to	live	according	to	the	biblical	qualification	of	a	leader.		
1	Timothy	3:1-13	and	Titus	1:7-9	
Reflect:	When	you	consider	your	life	in	light	of	Scripture,	is	there	any	ongoing	pattern	of	sin	that	
hasn’t	been	confessed	or	surrendered?	Have	you	welcomed	accountability	from	healthy,	trusted	
leaders	and	peers?	If	not,	what	is	your	plan	to	do	so?		
	
	
	
3.	Competency	
					God	has	gifted	each	one	of	us	with	unique	gifts	and	abilities.	We	believe	that	each	of	us	should	
serve	according	to	our	gifts	in	order	to	bring	our	best	to	build	the	church.	We	also	believe	that	every	
one	of	us	can	get	better	in	our	gifts	with	development,	training	and	coaching.	We	pledge	to	use	our	
spiritual	gifts	in	serving	the	Body	and	advancing	the	gospel.	
Romans	12:1-8,	Ephesians	4:1-16,	and	1	Peter	4:10	
Reflect:	How	are	you	using	your	gifts,	passion,	and	experience	to	build	the	Kingdom	in	and	through	
our	church?	Do	you	have	the	gifts	and	skills	needed	to	serve	in	this	role?		
	
	
	
4.	Chemistry	
					Teams	are	an	important	part	of	our	church.	Since	the	church	is	the	body	of	Christ	we	strive	to	have	
each	member	functioning	according	to	their	God	given	design.	When	each	member	of	a	team	does	its	
part	there	is	chemistry	and	synergy	on	the	team.		
1	Corinthians	12,	Ephesians	2:21-22,	Colossians	2:19,	and	Colossians	3:14	
Reflect:	Does	your	personality,	passion,	gifts,	and	skill	fit	this	role?	Is	this	the	best	fit	for	your	service	in	
the	church	at	this	time?	Would	you	be	energized	by	serving	with	our	present	board	members?			
	
	



	
5.	Culture		
					Our	church	culture	is	the	outward	expression	of	what	we	say	we	believe	and	value.	Board	
members	are	committed	to	live	and	protect	those	beliefs	and	values.	While	there	is	room	for	
respectful	disagreement	and	dialogue,	we	will	choose	unity	over	personal	preference.	We	pledge	to	
never	stir	up	dissention	or	disharmony	but	will	always	serve	in	protecting	unity.	
Romans	15:5	and	Ephesians	4:3		
Reflect:	How	do	you	model	unity	within	the	Body,	while	still	retaining	your	personal	opinion?	Have	you	
read	the	church’s	beliefs	and	values	and	do	you	commit	to	modeling	and	defending	them	in	your	life?		
	
	
	

OUR	MISSION: Why	We	Exist	
	

Sharing	the	gospel.	Growing	in	community.	Serving	others.	
		
GOD’S	MISSION	
					All	things	exist	and	are	being	worked	according	to	the	triune	God’s	desire,	pleasure	and	plan	
(Ephesians	1:11),	which	is	the	demonstration	of	His	own	glory.	God	creates,	calls,	rescues,	redeems,	
saves,	restores,	restrains	and	grants	all	to	the	end	that	He	might	be	praised.	His	desire,	which	He	will	
surely	fulfill,	is	that	the	knowledge	of	His	glory	would	cover	the	earth	as	the	waters	do	the	sea	
(Habakkuk	2:14).	God’s	mission	is	the	manifestation	of	His	magnificence.	His	mission	is	glory.	
The	glory	of	God	is	the	gravity	that	keeps	those	who	see	and	savor	it	from	spinning	off	into	the	
unmarked	depth	of	sin.	God’s	desire	is	that	He	might	be	known	and	enjoyed	for	His	nature	and	
character.	He	seeks	to	be	recognized	as	supremely	valuable,	supremely	worthy	and	supremely	
splendid.	God’s	glory	is	sensed	when	we	feel	the	reality	of	His	presence,	goodness,	superiority	and	
love.	
THE	MISSION	OF	THE	CHURCH	
					The	mission	of	the	church	is	to	glorify	him	and	make	disciples	through	the	proclamation	and	
display	of	the	grace	of	his	gospel.	God’s	mission	and	the	church’s	mission	cannot	be	separated.	If	
God’s	plan	is	to	bring	glory	through	the	redemption	of	his	people,	the	church	must	also	pursue	the	
glory	of	God	through	the	redemption	of	his	people.	
THE	MISSION	OF	BRIARCLIFF	CHURCH	
					It	is	with	unwavering	commitment	to	the	mission	of	God	that	Briarcliff	Church	commits	in	all	things	
to	share	the	gospel,	grow	in	community	and	serve	others.	
What	is	the	gospel?	
					The	gospel	is	the	message	of	what	God	has	accomplished	through	Jesus	Christ.	The	gospel	message	
is	freedom	--	freedom	through	reconciliation	and	redemption.	We	are	free	in	Jesus	Christ	because	of	
the	triune	God	orchestrating	the	redemption	of	a	broken	creation	and	fallen	creatures.	The	perfect	
life,	substitutionary	death,	liberating	resurrection	and	promised	return	is	the	reason	his	church	
continues	and	his	gospel	advances.	
How	do	I	grow?	
					In	a	sense,	growth	in	becoming	more	like	Jesus	is	reflected	by	how	familiar,	accustomed	and	
dependent	we	are	on	what	Jesus	has	done	for	us.	We	are	made	to	live	in	community	with	one	
another	--	community	that	constantly	reorients	each	other	to	Jesus	as	the	source	of	our	joy	and	the	
salvation	from	our	sorrow.	Relationships	we	have	with	one	another	that	are	bound	in	Jesus	result	in	
discipleship.	A	disciple	is	anyone	who	God	has	reconciled	to	himself,	in	grace,	through	Jesus	Christ.	
Being	a	Christian	and	being	a	disciple	are	inextricable.	Discipling	relationships	are	characterized	by	a	
desire	to	glorify	God,	advance	his	gospel	and	deepen	our	knowledge	and	love	for	him.	



How	can	I	serve	others?	
					Any	action	motivated	to	point	others	toward	the	saving	and	liberating	love	of	Jesus	Christ	and	his	
gospel	is	a	loving	and	selfless	act.	At	Briarcliff	Church	there	are	consistent	opportunities	to	engage	the	
church,	community	and	world	with	service	and	love.	But,	without	the	centrality	of	the	gospel,	these	
acts	do	not	bring	glory	to	God	or	lasting	joy	to	our	hearts.	It	is	only	when	our	regenerated	hearts	
partner	with	other	believers	as	disciples	can	we	act	and	love	in	ways	that	point	to	the	grace	and	
salvation	of	Jesus	Christ.	
	

BRIARCLIFF	CHURCH	STATEMENT	OF	BASIC	BELIEFS		
THE	TRINITY	
God	the	Father,	God	the	Son	and	God	the	Holy	Spirit	are	one	God	in	three	equally	divine	Persons.	
“Hear,	O	Israel:	The	Lord	our	God,	the	Lord	is	one.	Deuteronomy	6:4	
					There	is	one	God,	eternally	existing	in	three	equally	divine	Persons:	the	Father,	the	Son,	and	the	
Holy	Spirit,	who	know,	love,	and	glorify	one	another.	This	one	true	and	living	God	is	infinitely	perfect	
both	in	his	love	and	in	his	holiness.	He	is	the	Creator	of	all	things,	visible	and	invisible,	and	is	therefore	
worthy	to	receive	all	glory	and	adoration.	Immortal	and	eternal,	he	perfectly	and	exhaustively	knows	
the	end	from	the	beginning,	sustains	and	sovereignly	rules	over	all	things,	and	providentially	brings	
about	his	eternal	good	purposes	to	redeem	a	people	for	himself	and	restore	his	fallen	creation	to	the	
praise	of	his	glorious	grace.	
(Deuteronomy	6:4-7;	Isaiah	40:26;	Matthew	10:29-30;	Colossians	1:16-17;	Job	37:6-13;	Psalm	147:15-
18;	Mark	4:39-41;	Psalm	33:10-11;	Amos	3:6;	Lamentations	3:37-38;	Proverbs	21:1;	Proverbs	16:33)	
		

REVELATION	
In	God’s	perfect	grace	and	wisdom	he	has	revealed	his	existence	and	power	through	his	Son,	his	
Spirit,	his	creation	and	his	word	found	in	The	Bible.	
The	law	of	the	Lord	is	perfect,	reviving	the	soul.	Psalms	19:7	
All	Scripture	is	breathed	out	by	God	and	profitable	for	teaching,	for	reproof,	for	correction,	and	for	
training	in	righteousness.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2	Timothy	3:16	
					God	has	graciously	disclosed	his	existence	and	power	in	the	created	order,	and	has	supremely	
revealed	himself	to	fallen	human	beings	in	the	person	of	his	Son,	the	incarnate	Word.	Moreover,	this	
God	is	a	speaking	God	who	by	his	Spirit	has	graciously	disclosed	himself	in	human	words:	we	believe	
that	God	has	inspired	the	words	preserved	in	the	Scriptures,	the	sixty-six	books	of	the	Old	and	New	
Testaments,	which	are	both	record	and	means	of	his	saving	work	in	the	world.	These	writings	alone	
constitute	the	verbally	inspired	Word	of	God,	which	is	utterly	authoritative	and	without	error	in	the	
original	writings,	complete	in	its	revelation	of	his	will	for	salvation,	sufficient	for	all	that	God	requires	
us	to	believe	and	do,	and	final	in	its	authority	over	every	domain	of	knowledge	to	which	it	speaks.	We	
confess	that	both	our	finitude	and	our	sinfulness	preclude	the	possibility	of	knowing	God’s	truth	
exhaustively,	but	we	affirm	that,	enlightened	by	the	Spirit	of	God,	we	can	know	God’s	revealed	truth	
truly.	The	Bible	is	to	be	believed,	as	God’s	instruction,	in	all	that	it	teaches;	obeyed,	as	God’s	
command,	in	all	that	it	requires;	and	trusted,	as	God’s	pledge,	in	all	that	it	promises.	As	God’s	people	
hear,	believe,	and	do	the	Word,	they	are	equipped	as	disciples	of	Christ	and	witnesses	to	the	gospel.	
(Deuteronomy	6:4-7;	Psalm	12:6;	Psalm	119;	Matthew	24:35;	Matthew	22:29;	1	Corinthians	2:12-16;	
2	Timothy	3:16-17;	2	Peter	1:19-21)	
		
CREATION	OF	HUMANITY	
We	are	created	in	the	image	of	God	for	his	glory.	
Then	God	said,	“Let	us	make	man	in	our	image,	after	our	likeness.	And	let	them	have	dominion	over	
the	fish	of	the	sea	and	over	the	birds	of	the	heavens	and	over	the	livestock	and	over	all	the	earth	and	
over	every	creeping	thing	that	creeps	on	the	earth.”		 	 	 Genesis	1:26	
“For	my	name's	sake	I	defer	my	anger,	for	the	sake	of	my	praise	I	restrain	it	for	you,	that	I	may	not	cut	



you	off.	Behold,	I	have	refined	you,	but	not	as	silver;	I	have	tried	you	in	the	furnace	of	affliction.	For	my	
own	sake,	for	my	own	sake,	I	do	it,	for	how	should	my	name	be	profaned?	My	glory	I	will	not	give	to	
another.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Isaiah	48:9-11	
	
We	believe	that	God	created	human	beings,	male	and	female,	in	his	own	image.	Adam	and	Eve	
belonged	to	the	created	order	that	God	himself	declared	to	be	very	good,	serving	as	God's	agents	to	
care	for,	manage,	and	govern	creation,	living	in	holy	and	devoted	fellowship	with	God.	Men	and	
women,	equally	made	in	the	image	of	God,	enjoy	equal	access	to	God	by	faith	in	Christ	Jesus	and	are	
both	called	and	purposed	to	significant	private	and	public	engagement	in	family,	church,	and	civic	life.	
Adam	and	Eve	were	made	to	complement	each	other	in	a	one-flesh	union,	such	that	marriage	
ultimately	serves	as	a	type	of	the	union	between	Christ	and	his	church.	In	God's	wise	purposes,	men	
and	women	are	not	simply	interchangeable,	but	rather	they	complement	each	other	in	mutually	
enriching	ways.	God	ordains	that	they	assume	distinctive	roles	which	reflect	the	loving	relationship	
between	Christ	and	the	church,	the	husband	exercising	headship	in	a	way	that	displays	the	caring,	
sacrificial	love	of	Christ,	and	the	wife	submitting	to	her	husband	in	a	way	that	models	the	love	of	the	
church	for	her	Lord.	In	the	ministry	of	the	church,	both	men	and	women	are	encouraged	to	serve	
Christ	and	to	be	developed	to	their	full	potential	in	the	manifold	ministries	of	the	people	of	God.		
(Genesis	1-3;	Ephesians	5:15-33;	1	Peter	3:1-7;	Ephesians	4:25-32;	Colossians	3:18-4:1;	1	
Thessalonians	4:9-12;	2	Thessalonians	3:10-12)	
		
THE	FALL	
The	supreme	need	of	off	human	beings	is	to	be	reconciled	to	God.	
But	God,	being	rich	in	mercy,	because	of	the	great	love	with	which	he	loved	us,	even	when	we	were	
dead	in	our	trespasses,	made	us	alive	together	with	Christ—by	grace	you	have	been	saved.	
																								 	 	 	 																																																																																	Ephesians	2:4-5	
					We	believe	that	Adam,	made	in	the	image	of	God,	distorted	that	image	and	forfeited	his	original	
blessedness—for	himself	and	humanity	to	follow—by	falling	into	sin	through	Satan’s	temptation.	As	a	
result,	all	human	beings	are	alienated	from	God,	corrupted	in	every	aspect	of	their	being	(e.g.,	
physically,	mentally,	volitionally,	emotionally,	spiritually)	and	condemned	finally	and	irrevocably	to	
death—apart	from	God’s	own	gracious	intervention.	This	alienation	has	not	been	limited	to	the	realm	
of	humanity,	but	has	perverted	creation	itself.	The	supreme	need	of	all	human	beings	is	to	be	
reconciled	to	the	God	under	whose	just	and	holy	wrath	we	stand.	The	only	hope	of	all	human	beings	
is	the	undeserved	love	of	this	same	God,	who	alone	can	rescue	us	and	restore	us	to	himself.	
(Romans	5:1-19;	Romans	1:18-3:20;	Ephesians	2:1-3;	1	Corinthians	15:21;	1	Corinthians	2:14;	Romans	
8:7-8;	Romans	8:20)	
		
THE	PLAN	OF	GOD	
God	has	made	amazing	promises	that	only	God	can	deliver.	
In	him	we	have	redemption	through	his	blood,	the	forgiveness	of	our	trespasses,	according	to	the	
riches	of	his	grace,	which	he	lavished	upon	us,	in	all	wisdom	and	insight	making	known	to	us	the	
mystery	of	his	will,	according	to	his	purpose,	which	he	set	forth	in	Christ	as	a	plan	for	the	fullness	of	
time,	to	unite	all	things	in	him,	things	in	heaven	and	things	on	earth.																										Ephesians	1:7-10	
					We	believe	that	from	all	eternity	God	determined	in	grace	to	save	a	great	multitude	of	guilty	
sinners	from	every	tribe	and	language	and	people	and	nation,	and	to	this	end	foreknew	them	and	
chose	them.	We	believe	that	God	justifies	and	sanctifies	those	who	by	grace	have	faith	in	Jesus,	and	
that	he	will	one	day	glorify	them—all	to	the	praise	of	his	glorious	grace.	In	love	God	commands	and	
implores	all	people	to	repent	and	believe,	having	set	his	saving	love	on	those	he	has	chosen	and	
having	ordained	Christ	to	be	their	Redeemer.	And	it	may	truly	be	said,	that	all	who	call	upon	the	
name	of	the	Lord	will	be	saved.	
(Romans	8:28-30;	Ephesians	1:3-14;	Isaiah	46:9-10;	Romans	9:11-18;	John	10:25-29;	John	3:16;	1	John	



2:2;	1	Timothy	2:4;	1	Timothy	2:6)	
	
THE	GOSPEL	
The	gospel	is	the	good	news	of	the	finished	work	of	Jesus	Christ.	
Now	I	would	remind	you,	brothers,	of	the	gospel	I	preached	to	you,	which	you	received,	in	which	you	
stand,	and	by	which	you	are	being	saved,	if	you	hold	fast	to	the	word	I	preached	to	you—unless	you	
believed	in	vain.	For	I	delivered	to	you	as	of	first	importance	what	I	also	received:	that	Christ	died	for	
our	sins	in	accordance	with	the	Scriptures,	that	he	was	buried,	that	he	was	raised	on	the	third	day	in	
accordance	with	the	Scriptures.		 	 	 	 	 	 1	Corinthians	15:1-4	
					We	believe	that	the	gospel	is	the	good	news	of	Jesus	Christ—God’s	very	wisdom.	Foolishness	to	
the	world,	even	though	it	is	the	power	of	God	to	those	who	are	being	saved,	this	good	news	is	
centered	on	the	cross	and	resurrection:	the	gospel	is	not	proclaimed	if	Christ	–	in	his	perfect	and	
liberating	life,	death	and	resurrection	–	is	not	proclaimed.	This	good	news	is	biblical	truth	(his	death	
and	resurrection	are	according	to	the	Scriptures),	theologically	sound,	saving	grace	(Christ	died	for	
our	sins,	to	reconcile	us	to	God),	historically	accurate	(if	the	saving	events	did	not	happen,	our	faith	is	
worthless,	we	are	still	in	our	sins,	and	we	are	to	be	pitied	more	than	all	others),	apostolic	(the	
message	was	entrusted	to	and	transmitted	by	the	apostles,	who	were	witnesses	of	these	saving	
events),	and	intensely	personal	(where	it	is	received,	believed,	and	held	firmly,	individual	persons	are	
saved).	(1	Corinthians	15:1-4;	1	Corinthians	2:1-5;	Romans	1:15-17;	Ephesians	2:3-6;	Mark	1:14-15)	
		
THE	REDEMPTION	OF	CHRIST	
Jesus	Christ	has	given	to	us	what	we	could	never	achieve	for	ourselves.	
He	himself	bore	our	sins	in	his	body	on	the	tree,	that	we	might	die	to	sin	and	live	to	righteousness.	By	
his	wounds	you	have	been	healed.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1	Peter	2:24	
					We	believe	that,	moved	by	love	for	and	in	obedience	to	his	Father,	the	eternal	Son	became	
human:	the	Word	became	flesh,	fully	God	and	fully	human	being,	one	Person	in	two	natures.	The	
man	Jesus,	the	promised	Messiah	of	Israel,	was	conceived	through	the	miraculous	agency	of	the	Holy	
Spirit,	and	was	born	of	the	virgin	Mary.	He	perfectly	obeyed	his	heavenly	Father,	lived	a	sinless	life,	
performed	miraculous	signs,	was	crucified	under	Pontius	Pilate,	arose	bodily	from	the	dead	on	the	
third	day,	and	ascended	into	heaven.	As	our	mediator	and	King,	he	is	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	God	
the	Father,	exercising	in	heaven	and	on	earth	all	of	God’s	will.	We	believe	that	by	his	incarnation,	life,	
death,	resurrection,	and	ascension,	Jesus	Christ	acted	as	our	representative	and	substitute.	He	did	
this	so	that	in	him	we	might	become	the	righteousness	of	God:	on	the	cross	he	canceled	sin,	
propitiated	God,	and,	by	bearing	the	full	penalty	of	our	sins,	reconciled	to	God	all	those	who	believe.	
By	his	resurrection	Christ	Jesus	was	vindicated	by	his	Father,	broke	the	power	of	death	and	defeated	
Satan	who	once	had	power	over	it,	and	brought	everlasting	life	to	all	his	people;	by	his	ascension	he	
has	been	forever	exalted	as	Lord	and	has	prepared	a	place	for	us	to	be	with	him.	We	believe	that	
salvation	is	found	in	no	one	else,	for	there	is	no	other	name	given	under	heaven	by	which	we	must	be	
saved.	Because	God	chose	the	lowly	things	of	this	world,	the	despised	things,	the	things	that	are	not,	
to	nullify	the	things	that	are,	no	human	being	can	ever	boast	before	him—Christ	Jesus	has	become	
for	us	wisdom	from	God—that	is,	our	righteousness,	holiness,	and	redemption.	
(Isaiah	53;	Romans	3:21-26;	John	1:1-18;	Philippians	2:5-11;	1	Peter	2:24;	;	Revelation	5)	
		
THE	JUSTIFICATION	OF	SINNERS	
Life	with	God	is	a	gift	through	Jesus	Christ.	
For	our	sake	he	made	him	to	be	sin	who	knew	no	sin,	so	that	in	him	we	might	become	the	
righteousness	of	God.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1	Corinthians	5:21	
					We	believe	that	Christ,	by	his	obedience	and	death,	fully	discharged	the	debt	of	all	those	who	are	
justified.	By	his	sacrifice,	he	bore	in	our	stead	the	punishment	due	us	for	our	sins,	making	a	proper,	
real,	and	full	satisfaction	to	God’s	justice	on	our	behalf.	By	his	perfect	obedience	he	satisfied	the	just	



demands	of	God	on	our	behalf,	since	by	faith	alone	that	perfect	obedience	is	credited	to	all	who	trust	
in	Christ	alone	for	their	acceptance	with	God.	Inasmuch	as	Christ	was	given	by	the	Father	for	us,	and	
his	obedience	and	punishment	were	accepted	in	place	of	our	own,	freely	and	not	for	anything	in	us,	
this	justification	is	solely	of	free	grace,	in	order	that	both	the	exact	justice	and	the	rich	grace	of	God	
might	be	glorified	in	the	justification	of	sinners.	We	believe	that	a	zeal	for	personal	and	public	
obedience	flows	from	this	free	justification.	
(Romans	4:3-8;	Romans	3:26;	Galatians	2:16-17;	TItus	3:5-7;	Philippians	3:8-9;	2	Corinthians	5:21;	
Romans	5:1;	Psalm	51)	
		
THE	POWER	OF	THE	HOLY	SPIRIT	
We	believe,	grow	and	glorify	God	by	the	power	of	God	the	Holy	Spirit.	
For	all	who	are	led	by	the	Spirit	of	God	are	sons	of	God.	For	you	did	not	receive	the	spirit	of	slavery	to	
fall	back	into	fear,	but	you	have	received	the	Spirit	of	adoption	as	sons,	by	whom	we	cry,	“Abba!	
Father!”	The	Spirit	himself	bears	witness	with	our	spirit	that	we	are	children	of	God,	and	if	children,	
then	heirs—heirs	of	God	and	fellow	heirs	with	Christ,	provided	we	suffer	with	him	in	order	that	we	
may	also	be	glorified	with	him.		Romans	8:14-17	
					We	believe	that	the	Holy	Spirit	applies	salvation,	attested	in	all	Scripture	and	secured	by	Jesus	
Christ,	to	his	people.	Sent	by	the	Father	and	the	Son,	the	Holy	Spirit	glorifies	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	
and	is	present	with	and	in	believers.	He	convicts	the	world	of	sin,	righteousness,	and	judgment,	and	
by	his	powerful	and	mysterious	work	regenerates	spiritually	dead	sinners,	awakening	them	to	
repentance	and	faith,	baptizing	them	into	union	with	the	Lord	Jesus,	such	that	they	are	justified	
before	God	by	grace	alone	through	faith	alone	in	the	finished	work	of	Jesus	Christ	alone.	By	the	
Spirit’s	agency,	believers	are	renewed,	sanctified,	and	adopted	into	God’s	family;	they	participate	in	
the	divine	nature	and	receive	his	sovereignly	distributed	gifts.	The	Holy	Spirit	is	himself	the	down	
payment	of	the	promised	inheritance,	and	in	this	age	indwells,	guides,	instructs,	equips,	revives,	and	
empowers	believers	for	Christ-like	living	and	service.	
(Galatians	3:5;	Galatians	5:16-18;	Ephesians	5:18-21;	Ephesians	1:11-14	1	Corinthians	12-14;	John	
16:4-15;	Romans	12;	Joel	2:28-32;	Numbers	11:29)	
		
THE	KINGDOM	OF	GOD	
As	Jesus	is	now,	we	will	be	also	together	with	him	–	joined	in	unending	joy.	
Those	whom	he	justified	he	also	glorified.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 Romans	8:30	
					We	believe	that	those	who	have	been	saved	by	the	grace	of	God	through	union	with	Christ	by	faith	
and	through	regeneration	by	the	Holy	Spirit	enter	the	kingdom	of	God	and	delight	in	the	blessings	of	
the	new	covenant:	the	forgiveness	of	sins,	the	inward	transformation	that	awakens	a	desire	to	glorify,	
trust,	and	obey	God,	and	the	prospect	of	the	glory	yet	to	be	revealed.	Good	works	constitute	
indispensable	evidence	of	saving	grace.	Living	as	salt	in	a	world	that	is	decaying	and	light	in	a	world	
that	is	dark,	believers	should	neither	withdraw	into	seclusion	from	the	world,	nor	become	
indistinguishable	from	it:	rather,	we	are	to	do	good	to	others:	community,	nation	and	world	for	the	
glory	of	the	living	God.	Recognizing	whose	created	order	this	is,	and	because	we	are	citizens	of	God’s	
kingdom,	we	are	to	love	our	neighbors	as	ourselves,	doing	good	to	all,	especially	to	those	who	belong	
to	the	household	of	God.	The	kingdom	of	God,	already	present	but	not	fully	realized,	is	the	exercise	of	
God’s	love	in	the	world	toward	the	eventual	redemption	of	all	creation.	The	kingdom	of	God	is	an	
invasive	power	that	plunders	Satan’s	dark	kingdom	and	regenerates	and	renovates	through	
repentance	and	faith	in	the	lives	of	individuals	rescued	from	that	kingdom.	It	therefore	inevitably	
establishes	a	new	community	of	human	life	together	under	God.	
(Isaiah	58:6-14;	Mark	1:15;	Matthew	18;	Luke	17:20-22;	Romans	14:17;	1	Corinthians	4:19-21;	
Revelation	12:10)	
	
GOD’S	NEW	COVENANT	PEOPLE	



The	church	is	God’s	instrument	of	hope	and	reconciliation	for	a	broken	world.	
For	this	is	the	message	that	you	have	heard	from	the	beginning,	that	we	should	love	one	another.	
																																																																																																	 	 	 	 								1	John	3:11	
This	universal	church	is	manifest	in	local	churches	of	which	Christ	is	the	only	Head;	thus	each	“local	
church”	is,	in	fact,	the	church,	and	the	household	of	God.	The	church	is	the	body	of	Christ,	and	he	has	
pledged	himself	to	her	forever.	The	church	is	distinguished	by	the	gospel	message,	sacred	ordinances,	
discipline,	great	mission,	and,	above	all,	by	love	for	God	and	by	members’	love	for	one	another	and	
for	the	world.	Crucially,	this	gospel	we	cherish	has	both	personal	and	corporate	dimensions,	neither	
of	which	may	properly	be	overlooked.	Christ	Jesus	is	our	peace:	he	has	not	only	brought	about	peace	
with	God,	but	also	peace	between	alienated	peoples.	His	purpose	was	to	create	in	himself	one	new	
humanity,	thus	making	peace,	reconciling	his	people	to	himself	through	the	cross.	The	church	serves	
as	a	sign	of	God’s	future	new	world	when	its	members	live	for	the	service	of	one	another	and	their	
neighbors,	rather	than	for	self-focus.	The	church	is	the	the	continuing	witness	to	God	in	the	world.	
(Isaiah	56:1-8;	Isaiah	54:1-3;	Galatians	3-4;	1	Timothy	3:15;	Ephesians	2:11-22;	Ephesians	4:1-16;	2	
Corinthians	6:16;	1	Peter	2:4-12;	1	John	3:11-24)	
		
BAPTISM	AND	THE	LORD’S	SUPPER	
Elements	of	grace	representing	God’s	redemptive	promises	and	finished	work.	
Go	therefore	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	
Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	teaching	them	to	observe	all	that	I	have	commanded	you.	
																																																																																																									 	 	 	 Matthew	28:19-20	
					We	believe	that	baptism	and	the	Lord’s	Supper	are	ordained	by	the	Lord	Jesus	himself.	Baptism	is	
connected	with	entrance	into	the	new	covenant	community.	The	Lord’s	Supper	is	connected	with	
ongoing	covenant	renewal.	Together	they	are	simultaneously	God’s	pledge	to	us,	divinely	ordained	
means	of	grace,	our	public	vows	of	submission	to	the	once	crucified	and	now	resurrected	Christ,	and	
anticipations	of	his	return	and	of	the	consummation	of	all	things.	
(Matthew	28:18-20;	1	Peter	3:21-22;	Colossians	2:11-15;	Mark	14:22-25;	Luke	22:14-23;	1	Corinthians	
11:23-27)	
		
THE	RESTORATION	OF	ALL	THINGS	
The	realization	of	eternity	with	Jesus	Christ	will	bring	all	pain	and	joy	into	the	perfect	clarity	of	
glory	
And	he	who	was	seated	on	the	throne	said,	“Behold,	I	am	making	all	things	new.”	Also	he	said,	“Write	
this	down,	for	these	words	are	trustworthy	and	true.”	And	he	said	to	me,	“It	is	done!	I	am	the	Alpha	
and	the	Omega,	the	beginning	and	the	end.	To	the	thirsty	I	will	give	from	the	spring	of	the	water	of	
life	without	payment.			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Revelation	21:5-6	
					We	believe	in	the	personal,	glorious,	and	bodily	return	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	when	he	will	
exercise	his	role	as	final	Judge,	and	his	kingdom	will	be	consummated.	We	believe	in	the	bodily	
resurrection	of	both	the	just	and	the	unjust—the	unjust	to	judgment	and	eternal	conscious	
punishment	in	hell,	as	Jesus	himself	taught,	and	the	just	to	eternal	blessedness	in	the	presence	of	him	
who	sits	on	the	throne	and	of	the	Lamb	in	the	new	heaven	and	the	new	earth,	the	home	of	
righteousness.	On	that	day	the	church	will	be	presented	faultless	before	God	by	the	obedience,	
suffering	and	triumph	of	Christ,	all	sin	purged	and	its	wretched	effects	forever	banished.	God	will	be	
all	in	all	and	his	people	will	be	enthralled	by	the	immediacy	of	his	ineffable	holiness,	and	everything	
will	be	to	the	praise	of	his	glorious	grace.	(Isaiah	65:17-25;	Isaiah	66:18-24;	Revelation	21;	Romans	
8:18-25;	Matthew	10:28;	2	Peter	2:4-22;	Hebrews	10:26-31)	

	
BRIARTCLIFF	CHURCH’S	CORE	VAUES		

WE	VALUE	BRINGING	GLORY	TO	CHRIST	THROUGH	THESE	SIX	G’S		



GOSPEL	
We	value	sharing	the	gospel,	helping	people	know	what	Jesus	had	done	FOR	us,	and	what	he	desires	
to	do	IN	us	at	the	present,	and	what	he	wants	to	do	THROUGH	us	in	serving.		
I	am	not	ashamed	of	the	gospel,	because	it	is	the	power	of	God	for	the	salvation	of	everyone	who	
believes:	first	for	the	Jew,	then	for	the	Gentile.		 	 	 Romans	1:16	(NIV)		
GROW	
We	value	spiritual	grow	and	encourage	everyone	to	be	in	a	community	group	with	the	purpose	of	
growth,	fellowship,	and	support.		
	But	grow	in	the	grace	and	knowledge	of	our	Lord	and	Savior	Jesus	Christ.	To	him	be	glory	both	now	
and	forever!	Amen.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 2	Peter	3:18	(NIV)		
So	then,	just	as	you	received	Christ	Jesus	as	Lord,	continue	to	live	in	him,	rooted	and	built	up	in	him,	
strengthened	in	the	faith	as	you	were	taught,	and	overflowing	with	thankfulness.  
         Colossians	2:6-7	(NIV)		
GATHER	
We	value	the	consistent	gathering	together	in	worship	whereby	we	grow	and	glorify	God	in	spirit,	
song,	and	sermon.				
Let	us	not	give	up	meeting	together,	as	some	are	in	the	habit	of	doing,	but	let	us	encourage	one	
another--and	all	the	more	as	you	see	the	Day	approaching.		 Hebrews	10:25	(NIV)		
GIFTS	
We	value	the	God	given	gifts	of	each	person	and	strive	to	connect	them	into	the	Body	according	to	
their	God	given	design.			
Each	one	should	use	whatever	gift	he	has	received	to	serve	others,	faithfully	administering	God's	
grace	in	its	various	forms.		 	 	 	 	 	 1	Peter	4:10	(NIV)		
GO	 	
We	value	the	opportunity	and	responsibility	God	has	given	us	to	reach	the	world	with	the	gospel.			
"Then	the	master	told	his	servant,	'Go	out	to	the	roads	and	country	lanes	and	make	them	come	in,	so	
that	my	house	will	be	full.		 	 	 	 	 	 Luke	14:23	(NIV)		
GENEROSITY		
We	value	the	God	given	principles	of	stewardship.			 	
On	the	first	day	of	every	week,	each	one	of	you	should	set	aside	a	sum	of	money	in	keeping	with	his	
income,	saving	it	up,	so	that	when	I	come	no	collections	will	have	to	be	made.		

1	Corinthians	16:2	(NIV)		
	

What	member	of	Briarcliff	Church	has	asked	about	nominating	you	as	a	potential	board	member?		
Name:	____________________________	email:_________________________	Phone:_________	
Have	you	read	and	support	the	process	of	selecting	board	member?	___	Yes,	No	___	
Have	you	read	and	support	the	covenant	of	a	board?	___	Yes,	No	___	
Have	you	read	and	support	the	statements	of	believe	of	our	church?	___	Yes,	No	___	
Have	you	read	and	support	the	values	of	our	church?	___	Yes,	No	___	
Do	you	support	the	mission	of	Briarcliff	to	share	the	gospel,	growing	in	community,	and	serve	others?	
__	Yes,	No	__		
Are	you	willing	for	your	name	to	be	placed	as	a	nominee	as	a	Briarcliff	Board	member?		
___	Yes,	No	___	
Your	name:	___________________________	email:	________________________	Phone:	_________	


